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Foreword

Praise be to Allah that is due from all grateful believers, a fullness of praise for all
his favours: a praise that is abundantly sincere and blessed. May the blessings of
Allah be upon our beloved Master Muhammad, the chosen one, the Apostle of
mercy and the seal of all Prophets (peace and blessings of Allah be upon them all);
and upon his descendants who are upright and pure: a blessing lasting to the Day
of Judgment, like the blessing bestowed upon the Prophet Ibrahim (alaihis salam)
and his descendants. May Allah be pleased with all of the Prophetic Companions
(Ashab al-Kiram). Indeed, Allah is most worthy of praise and supreme
glorification!

I was forwarded this relatively short work originally compiled in Arabic by the late
Syrian Shaykh, Tahir al Jazairi (d. 1920), entitled Al-Jawahir al Kalamiyyah fi Idah
al-Aqidah al-Islamiyya, with its subsequent English translation entitled The Jewel of
The Theologians in Light of The Islamic Creed. The author of this work needs no
introduction to the avid readers of Islamic literature across the Arab world due to
his arduous activities in the proselytization of Islam as well as being a noted author.

The actual work was collated by the late author based on his answers on a selection
of some 102 theological questions. The topics chosen were all related thematically
to a unique aspect of Sunni Islamic creed and how they may inspire the Muslim
reader to envisage the aspiration of contemplating on the beliefs related via divine
origin.

The author has not only referred back to the noble verses of the Holy Qur’an, but
has also given copious quotes and references back to the sayings of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) in the footnotes.

The work has been translated by Shaykh Hafizurrahman Fatehmahomed of
Netherlands and through the beneficence of Allah it is anticipated that the Muslim
may grow more poised in developing a greater bond with the Creator, as well as
developing an abundant sense of God-fearingness (taqwa), and closeness to the
Creator by means of adopting the creedal points demonstrated within the text
which conform with the doctrine of Ahlus Sunna wa al Jama’a.



It is thus hoped that the noble reader may by means of reading this work between their hands
build a profound conviction in the acceptable and valid points of Sunni creed for their eternal
salvation in the Hereafter.

Peace and blessings be upon our Master Muhammad
Abul Hasan Hussain Ahmed

Darul-Tahqiq, London

August 25" 2016/22™ Dhul Qa’dah 1437 AH



Foreword

In the name of Allah, The Most Merciful, The Most Benevolent.

Verily to learn the science of aqidah is an act of worship and amongst the most
important and relevant matters. However, it must be acquired from reliable
scholars and authentic sources written and approved by our pious ulama, the
pioneers of the methodology of our pious predecessors.

This book comprises questions and answers related to our beliefs in relation to
Allah and His attributes, His books, His angels, His messengers, the day of

resurrection, heaven and hell and many other relevant topics.

This book is basic, easy to understand and ideal to learn basic beliefs from and to
use to teach children without going into the intricacies of theology.

We are truly indebted to the author and translator for this monumental gift. May
Allah reward them. Ameen

I hope this book is a means of protection of faith in this world and salvation in the
hereafter. Ameen

Mufti Hanif Patel
Askourimam, Blackburn
August 25" 2016/22™ Dhul Qa’dah 1437 AH
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Introduction: comprising of three issues
What does Islamic Creed' mean?

” [HEF tiggy MRGORA) M "G HPOE

Islamic Creed entails those matters which Muslims believe in i.e. they affirm its
correctness.

2.G% O, ¢ ¢
What does Islam mean? _ . _ _
S A AH T 7T 8 TR T oA’ ENB feiERE 0 B

Islam is to testify with the tongue and to believe from the heart that all that which
our Prophet Muhammad (sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) came with is the truth and is
correct.

3. de” ¢ HOOBYW
What are the foundatlons of Islamlc Creed?

A BEFITBERNTyeBIN T B SRS Q HH0BR
Y . BN B

The foundations of Islamic Creed are six things: To firmly believe in Allah (the
Exalted), His angels, His scriptures, His Messenger s, the day of judgment and
destiny”.

""The word @’Q (Islamic Creed) is derived from the root word_ legch means to

tie, to fasten. However in the context of Islamic creed, it refers to those matters
which are believed in with certainty and conviction. Abu Hafs Siraj al-Din al-
Ghaznawi writes in his commentary on Aqlda al-Tahawiya:

gr EEE, | pY@A BOE0O "B OB, 'E¢€ﬂm’ 1§00, 6WHOBOE
NL . ZJaES6y ES @
“The word 00 is in the morphological form of * "Hwhich has the meaning of ? ;
i.e. belief which has been held firmly by the heart”.
“0
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First Discussion: believing in Allah (Pure and Exalted is He)

What is our general belief in Allah ( Pure and Exalted is He)? B
BV, "R A0, H L N RrEo

We believe that Allah (Pure and Exalted is He) is endowed with all the qualities of

perfection and is free and pure from all types of deficiencies.

: ~ ?-\a
5.dfH1T NTZ " oBeE H
What is our detailed belief in Allah (Pure and Exalted is He)D
N7 TENBE " GeNBBG B, &, st NS B MEo
OB GA 50 0 (5 e ENH B3 ENGBENG B\G, ENDHENTH  E
§oo
We believe that Allah (Pure and Exalted is He) is attributed with existence, pre-
eternity, infinity, absolute dissimilarity from all contingent beings, self-subsistence,

@m@w cisin an%@o@% z«@t@m @ma% a@romn@&ee&




oneness, life, knowledge, omnipotence, will, hearing, seeing, speech and that He is
living, all knowing, all powerful, willing, all hearing, all seeing and speaking.

6.d "6ia0 w H

What 1 is our belief regarding the ex1ste’£1ce of Allah (the Exalted)? . .
2., Y BR/ARNS B TEQNR T T BB

We believe that Allah (the Exalted) is existent and that His presence is self-
supporting and not through any means and that His existence is necessary ° and it
is impossible for non-existence® to befall Him.

7.4, N ' ad s, H
What is our belief regarding the pre-eternity of Allah (Pure and Exalted is He)?
~ L0 NRPOMES™ NOHCh TETNGS ¥ D Y, RO

We believe that Allah is pre-eternal i.e. He was present before all existence and He
was never non-existent at any time and that there is no beginning to His existence’.

8.4 NZ" a0 s H

What is our belief regardmg the endlessness of Allah (Pure and Exalted is He)?

R BB - I B, A'mf‘gm
A

*)
. ¢nAk3 Aa ¢izDA OOH6a Z 1Tz0QA An
(*)

(e

TFWomgAdz AN ¢ B oz @Y 1AA clzh Eyoa lB.IZ
404 ( ZKEAkK )L 07 | ®Ap%6a Adoesls] qizAteEETH KAOUAAez3 6016
AUA6a Z AT AAY ¢& Uahizrf al p @z (Z;A@DZ\aZ

(°)

EEYz UAfra XpENEEE)A QAGRES AIALADEAZ

. L YEn aAi (41
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We believe that Allah (Pure and Exalted is He) is ever living and that His
endlessness has no end. He will never cease to exist nor will non-existence ever

befall him.
9.4 i B & s, H

What is our belief regarding Allah’s absolute dissimilarity from all contingent beings

PTEYNT, NS R Y BmB3o

i.e. the creation?

We believe that nothing resembles Allah, not in His existence nor in His attributive
qualities or in His actions®.

10p&Eems ¥ "5 s, H

What is our belief regarding Allah being absolutely dissimilar from all contingent
beings? = . - Poe, By
¥ Z/RECIN G B O R N O mEyo
@ & DFSg - 1”
We believe that the essence of Allah (Pure and Exalted is He) does not resemble in

any manner or form with the creation. All that we see or that we can think of, Allah
is not like that. ((There is nothing like unto Him)).

1160 E; 1 ENTO™ BO s, H ~ _ "~ o

What is our belief regarding the attributes of Allah (Pure and Exalted is He) being
different from the attributes of the creation? _ _
Y ORNYGR " Y &Ry, Ry B\, TR T B B0
© TRR BNH T YH BN GT Y GRNTDTT
We believe that the knowledge of Allah (the Exalted) is not like our knowledge, and
that His omnipotence is not like our strength, and that His will is not like our will,
and that His existence is not like our existence, and that His hearing is not like our

hearing, and that His seeing is not like our seeing and that His speech is not like
our speech.

(*)
cel] 24 8 G Z pADR) /B 3] A3 DAY B A O AREY & D e} ol Adike
AAFDRAR BOAT N F &
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What is our belief regarding the actions of Allah (Pure and Exalted is He) being
different to the actions of the creation?

T.NTAT BNQR B & et Y NS OIHE B0
NI "W ANE O R 2 Rd) m%@”m% S B SESE
O AT e X ) 1 A

-

We believe that the actions of Allah (Pure and Exalted is He) are not like the
actions of the creation since Allah (Pure and Exalted is He) performs actions
without any means or tools. (When He wills anything, His only command is to say,
Be!l and it comes into being)). He does not perform any action out of necessity nor
does He perform any action in vain i.e. without any benefit, since Allah (Pure and
Exalted is He) is all wise’.

13-Vt 06 s, H

What is our belief regardmg Allah belng self-subsistent?

TR Y TEK%B’SFBE &1 DKM NTE' RERO
T ONTS D& [ G ECS, @Y

We believe that Allah (Pure and Exalted is He) is not in need of anything. He is not
in need of a place nor is He in need of any space, nor is He in need of anything of
the creation. He is independent of everything and everything is dependent on Him

(Pure and Exalted is He) ®.
144, NTE ' 6HO s H
What is our belief regarding the life of Allah (Pure a_nd Exalted is He)? _
DN 0 BBy, - VDB H y 1M DR ;@“"mao
B eR Fo, B Vighe o NRT-E -1 AT

(")
| 6 Agil BHA U G0BA[1 6 : PAEGm] ] ( WdWEGHO Ar TAE
[L15 pzAnlGtoa]l] (pzH
(*)
1P FENAEDZ EVY A& B¢ (/AREANG)REE G B IMpsa  (
[161A5: AU AzZ]
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We believe the Allah (the Exalted) is alive and that His life is not like our life
because our life is based on means, such as, flowing of blood and breathing. But
the life of Allah (Pure and Exalted is He) is not through any means. His life is pre-

eternal and remaining in such a way that non-existence and change does not befall
Him’.

154 " g os,
What is our belief regarding the oneness of Allah (the Exalted)D

e YA YN ZYNTYN R~ 13 B T BMRI0

We believe that Allah (the Exalted) is one. He has no partner, no equal, no
equivalent, no opposite and no resistance'.

164, 7 > 6_=, H

What is our belief regarding the knowledge of Allah (the Exalted)?

100 RANINKOS ¢ 8EDG ARG | .o, f1 ~ R MED
AT-"8 LUNIO BV 0B A, BSREY I 6, ATl
© ~ 45, QBEQRESE

We believe that Allah is attributed with the quality of knowledge and that He is the
all-knowing i.e. He knows all that which is visible and [all that which is] concealed.
He knows the amount of grains of sand and He knows the amount of rain drops
and the leaves on the tree. He knows the secrets and that what is hidden. Secrets
are not concealed from Him. His knowledge is not acquired. However, He knows
all things in His eternal knowledge before their existence'’.

(")

bAeAAda] (czt AN R5508A0®HDAa (LBYWRE DBg kY

58
(**)

A£O006 )5 1O BA/BAA ¢ LA AL [pa DEAOE DETOA

& 83 | TMANS cidbiglics B dg 2@, 0haA AR BONAAGHOH! spaaddaBAD

PAEZGpj &3 §ipz'ADAp AHGE A ANk £AEAD e FaAx aa)

2P

)
[4 : deA80d6a] ( 1AAKO6A cada | EVY3
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17, ” § 6 s, H

What is our belief regarding the ommpotence of Allah (the Exalted)?
GES N Mo el f1 NS’ BUMEI

We believe that Allah (Pure and Exalted is He) is attributed with omnipotence and
that He has power over everything'”.

184, " @@0_s, 'H
What is our belief in relation to the will of Allah (the Exalted)?
(04 ~ PN
HES go\B GRS g0 GRS T AGA TNERT ., ©f T BT MBY0
‘B“& Y
We believe that Allah (the Exalted) is attributed with will and what He wants does

not take place except with him willing. Whatever he wills transpires, and whatever
He does not will, it is not possible for it to take place".

199 " W8« H

What is our b(_ehef regarding the hearing of Allah (the Exalted)? . .
- I NS @ B @@ [TV ro o, TS By R
% rg~ 1 G ABHE - EV G B

We believe that Allah (Pure and Exalted is He) is attributed with the quality of
hearing and that He hears all inaudible or audible sounds. However, the hearing of
Allah (Pure and Exalted is He) is not like our hearing because our hearing is
through the means of our ears, and the hearing of Allah (Pure is He) is not through
any means'”.

(*)
Ul t A dn, | TAn A DAADZ ©YY3 YlIt A dn | TA

45: 1zK064 1 ( AANAKe U7 OB
(13)

A DA ¢
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What is our belief regarding the seeing of Allah (the Exalted)? .
~qw_emﬁm H A &t |7 meH o, ¢ i ﬁa’rﬁa_o
..... . thrv(m /\8-5 /\N 9 IVEE-. OB HT . Z YhUC

We believe that Allah (Pure is He) is attributed with the quality of seeing and that
He is the all-seeing. He sees everything, even a black ant in a dark night, and
whatever is smaller than that. Nothing is hidden from his sight on the surface and
beneath the earth and above the heavens and whatever is beneath it. However, the
seeing of Allah (Pure is He) is not like our seeing, because our seeing is through the
eyes and His seeing (Pure is He) is not through any means".

21d " 276 s H

What is our belief regarding the speech of Allah (the Exalted)?

~ P oy
o0 ¢ ENGsioT B [yYe B o7, oM’ RUmED
~— 7 ~ 'F-ea y
21t /\{PZL'--_—'J ¢ NE'] /\E_/\
We believe that Allah (Pure is He) is attributed with the quality of speech and that
His speech does not resemble our speech. Our speech is created within us through

the means of our mouth, tongue and lips. The speech of Allah (Pure and Exalted is
He) is not like that'.

22.1 LI BVOEFEIDY. E Rivg
Inform me regarding the attributes Wth'h are impossible to a'gﬂbute to our Master?
RIPNR ENDETENG B | JqlReYOEd t ~ y ORI, E
INGEK & /v "HETAR B0 /R A N\ N X_GHs DGR

ize !'!a 3t& KAKe ) : ODZ A A3 ' a UAwpiz
. A O pvariiG( (AG MAGOANR Yo a
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O SERA NI ABER W T EHERG VERE
0 95 7

The qualities which are impossible for Allah (the Exalted) ' i.e. those qualities
which cannot be attributed to Him are: non-existence, contingency, annihilation,
alikeness to contingent beings, being dependent upon others (Pure and Exalted is
He), existence of a partner, to be incapable, dislike i.e. occurrence of something
without His will, ignorance and those defects which are similar to them. It is
impossible to attribute such qualities to Him because they are qualities of deficiency
and our Master (Pure is He) is only attributed with qualities of perfection.

23d, NSt helols LD EBESE Rive

Inform me regarding those things whose occurrence is possible to take place from
our Master (Pure and Exalted is He)?

“Rig\d /G”'H G FHBRBHEGRRTC GRAO MR .

It is the possible actions that Allah can do or [if he wishes] leave out, for example,
making a person prosperous or destitute, healthy or ill and those thing which are

alike.

248 E N o mET | O Yol

What is the meaning of Zs#zwa when He (Pure is He) says: ((Ar Rahman is firmly in
control of the Throne))?

L4t E AERe. REY: g §, AN GEYz AREE B
g“'TNRgH Fho:e Yy "haye '"OENEEE AFOF B'MHED
OB & OB YRS & T~ IngVEX.EO "8 (7jiepE
FRY T oY BRA T
What is meant by zs#iwa is a meaning which is befitting to the Might of Ar-Rahman
(Exalted is He). Is#iwa is known but its reality is unknown'®. The Zsziwa of Allah

AZd ZEDGANE)E) KAAOL A Qea fAH6A& YY3 bt
bRAO6GA RHGO T AOma ¢wi . ((AAS ¢a& iz HDD



upon the throne is not like the sitting of a human being upon a ship or on the back
of an animal or on a bed. The one who assumes that this is the case is from among
those that are overcome by illusion, because he is creating a comparison between
the Creator and the creation. It has been proven through sound intellect and
transmission that there is nothing resembling Him. Just as His essence is not like
any creation,. similarly, anything attributed to Him (Pure is He) is nothing like those
things which are attributed to the creation.
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Can we attribute two hands or eyes or anything similar to Allah (Pure and Exalted
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The attribution of a hand to Allah (Pure and Exalted is He) has come in the Qur an
when He says: ((The Hand of Allah is above theirs)) and two hands when He says:
((O Iblees, what prevented you from prostrating to what I created with my hands)
and eyes when He says: ((Be patient with the decision of your Lord, for you are
under our eyes (protection))). However, it is impermissible to attribute anything to
Him but that which He attributed to himself in His revealed book or is attributed
to Him by his Messenger.
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What is meant with yad is a meaning which is befitting to Allah (Pure and Exalted is
He) because everything attributed to Him (Pure is He) is nothing like anything
attributed to the creation. Whosoever believes that He has a hand like a hand of the
creation or an eye like the eye of the creation is overcome by illusion since He
resembles Allah to the creation whereas there is nothing like Him.
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To whom do you attribute what you mentioned regarding the meaning of is#zwa,
yadayn and ayun?
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It has been attributed to the majority of the pious predecessors'’. However,

majority of the later generations™

have interpreted is#iwa (rising over) with 7s#ila and
yad (hand) with blessings or power and ayun (eyes) with protection and
guardianship®. They did this because many of them perceived that if they do not
interpret and move away from its apparent meaning then people will resemble Him
[with the creation]. However, both groups are in agreement that those that create
resemblance (L.e. the anthropomorphist) are astray. Others say, one will assume
resemblance (anthropomorphism) if sound intellect and transmission would not
testify to (the) transcendence (of Allah). Therefore, anyone creating a resemblance

with Allah has done so through his lowly desires.
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How can we establish something for Him and say, “its £a)f (modality) is
unknown”?
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This is not unusual. We know that our existence is attributed with the quality of
knowledge, power and will. However, we do not know how these attributes are
established within one’s existence. Rather, we hear and see and do not know how
we are able to hear and see; we speak and we do not know how we have spoken.
Even if we are aware of some aspects, we are unaware of many other aspects and
the examples of which are many. If this is the state regarding those attributes which

are attributed to one’s self, then what about those attributes which are attributed to
Allah (Pure is He).
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The manner of the pious predecessors is preferred because it is more submissive
and consolidated. The manner of those that came later should be adopted at the
time of need. That is when there is fear regarding some people that if those words
are not interpreted for them they will fall into giving a alikeness to Allah, so they
interpret for them such an interpretation based on common linguistics.
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Second discussion: regarding the belief in angels. This chapter comprises
three issues.
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What are the angelsD
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They are subtle bodies created from light™. They do not eat or drink. They are
honourable servants® who never disobey Allah’s commands and carryout exactly
what they are instructed to do™.
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Have humans seen angels?
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Besides the Prophet s no human can see angels when they are in their original state
because they are subtle bodies. Likewise, humans are incapable of seeing air
although it has a body that subsides within air. However, when they take a form
like humans they can be seen®. The Messenger s seeing the angels in their original
state is exclusive to them in order to receive legal rulings®. It is not unusual for
bodies to be among us and for us not to be able to see them with our eyes because
in everyday life there are things which bring this closer to our understanding and
remove confusion from it. There are many forms before us living and death which
cannot be perceived by the eyes. If it was not for magnifying glasses we would
have thought they do not exist and they do not have any affect. It is not unusual to
specify some, saying that they can see which others cannot see, because there are
different strengths in seeing.
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Among the angels there are Messenger s between Allah (Pure and Exalted is He)

and the Messenger and Prophet s, such as Jibraeel (may peace be upon him) .
Among them are those that protect the people28 and some are those that write

(*)
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down the actions of the people, good or bad®. Some are assigned to look after

Paradise and its blessings™

and others are those that are assigned to look after Hell
fire and its punishments’'. And among them are those that hold the throne* and
some are those that look after the interests and benefits of the people, and there are

many other things they are ordered to do™.

(*)
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Third discussion: regarding belief in His scriptures (Pure and Exalted is
He).
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What is our belief regarding the scriptures of Allah (the Exalted)?
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We believe that Allah (Exalted is He) has scriptures which He revealed upon His
Prophet s explaining His commandments and warnings. This is the actual word of
Allah which has manifested from Him without any £ayf (how) to his speech which
He sent down in the form of revelation™. From among these scriptures is: Torah,
Injeel (Evangel,) Zaboor (Psalms) and Quran™.
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What is your belief regarding the Torah?
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I believe that the Torah is a scripture from among the scriptures of Allah (Pure and
Exalted is He) which he revealed upon his kaleem, Musa (peace be upon him). This




was to explain the legal rulings and the correct creed and to give glad tidings of the
coming of a Messenger from among the Bani Israeel which is our Prophet (peace
and blessings be upon him), indicating that he will come with a new legislation
guiding towards Paradise™.
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What is the belief of our illustrious scholars regarding the Torah present today?
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The belief of our illustrious scholars is that the Torah which is available today has
undergone changes3 ' This is substantiated with the fact that there is no mention of
Paradise and Hell and resurrection and recompense (in the present Torah) when
these are the most important things mentioned in the books of Allah. What also
attests to the fact that the Torah has undergone changes is that it mentions the

demise of Musa (peace be upon him) in the last chapter whereas he is the one who
had received the revelation.
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What is your belief regarding Zaboor (Psalms)?

e @@ § o\ EHGBJET Ttg NTE T e @Y BRR @

WA DR ofcuB 4 Et QENLH?PO gogN, A q°

I believe that the Zaboor (Psalms) is a scripture from amongst the scriptures of

Allah (Pure and Exalted is He) revealed upon Dawood (peace be upon him)
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comprising of prayers, supplications, advices and intelligence. It does not contain
any legal rulings because Dawood (peace be upon him) was instructed to follow the
Shari‘ah (legislation) of Musa (peace be upon him) **
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What is your belief regarding the Injeel (Evangel)? e _ _
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I believe that the Injeel (Evangel) is a scripture from amongst the scriptures of
Allah (Pure and Exalted is He) revealed upon Isa (peace be upon him)* in order to
explain the true creed, call the creation toward the oneness of the Creator, abrogate

some of the peripheral rulings of the Torah according to the need, and to give glad
tidings for the coming of the seal of Prophet s (peace and blessings be upon him) 40
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What is the belief of our illustrious scholars regarding the Injeel (Evangel) which is
available today?
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The belief of our illustrious scholars is that the Injeel (Evangel) which is available
today has four editions authored by four different people some of whom did not
even see Isa (peace be upon him). The four people are: Mark, Matthew, Luke and
John. Each edition is contradictory to the other in many of their statements. The
Christians have had many bibles apart from these four. However, it was more than
200 hundred years since Isa (peace be upon him) was raised up to the heavens that
they decided to abolish all of them except from four*' to stay away from multiple
contradictions and to avoid discrepancies.
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What is your belief regardmg the Quran? )
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I believe that the glorious Quran is a scripture revealed by Allah (Pure and Exalted
is He) upon the most esteemed of Prophet s, Muhammad (peace and blessing be
upon him), which is the last revealed book by the al-Mighty. It abrogated all
previous scriptures and its rulings will remain until the day of resurrection®. It is
impossible to change or alter it”. It is one of the greatest signs of the Prophethood

of our Prophet, Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him), since it is the
greatest miracle.
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Why is the Quran regarded as the greatest miracle?
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The Quran is the greatest miracle as it is a sign which is intellectual and remaining

i

throughout time witnessed at all times through the eye of understanding. Other
miracles besides the Quran ended with the ending of its time leaving no traces of it
except for the narrations. The reason for the inimitability of the Quran is that it
reached such a pinnacle in eloquence and rhetorical brilliance that transcends
human capacity. The Prophet (sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) challenged the pure
Arabs who were the most eloquent of people in language and the clearest in
rhetoric and expression. And in his time they had attained a stage in eloquence that
astounds minds and leaves intellects in awe. He remained with them for twenty-
three years most emphatically challenging them through the Quran. He (sallallahu
alayhi wa sallam) stood bold against their criticisms and their provocative audacity
to come forth and challenge it.

At times, they were asked to bring a chapter like the Quran by taking assistance
trom whomsoever they wished among the human and jinn kind and at times they
were told of their incapability regarding achieving such an objective* . They were
people of lowly desires, bigotry and intolerance. They were all powetless to respond
and so they digressed from opposing it with their speech, (choosing instead) to
oppose it with their swords. If the Arabs of that time (who were masters in
eloquence and rhetoric) were incapable [to produce a single chapter like the Quran]
then all those after them will most definitely be unable to [produce something
similar to it].
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Over 1300 years have passed since that time and none could be found amongst the
people of eloquence but that they have submitted or surrendered (to the
miraculous nature of the Quran). This proves that it is not the speech of a man
rather it is the speech of the Creator who is all powerful and omnipotent. He
revealed it in conformation of his Prophet (Muhammad peace and blessings be
upon him) and to affirm his speech.
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This reasoning alone is sufficient to prove the phenomenon of the Quran.

However, there are some other reasons also along with it [to prove its miraculous
nature]:

4

L

1) Itinforms regarding unseen events which occurred as informed

2) It does not cause boredom to the ears after repetition

3) It comprises knowledge that was unknown to the Arabs and non-Arabs

4) It informs about previous nations whereas the Prophet (peace and blessings
be upon him) was unlettered, not able to read or write, due to him not being
in need through revelation so that this may be a miracle more deserving of
acceptance.
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Fourth discussion: regarding belief in the Messenger s (peace and
blessing be upon them)
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What is the belief regardmg the Messenger s of Allah the Exalted)?
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I believe that Allah has Messenger s which he sent out of His compassion and

excellence to give glad tiding to the righteous and to give warnings to the
wrongdoers. They inform the people what is required from them from a religious
and worldly perspective® and what is beneficial for them through which they can
gain a high status (in the sight of Allah). They are assisted with clear signs and
magnificent miracles. The first Messenger was Adam and the last was Muhammad
(peace and blessing be upon him).
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A nabi (Prophet) is 2 human® to whom a Shari‘ah was revealed even if he was not
ordered to propagate it"’. If he is ordered to propagate it then he is called a rasool




(Messenger). Likewise, every rasool (Messenger) is a nabi (Prophet) but not every
nabi (Prophet) is a rasool (Messenger ).
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How many Prophet s are there?
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The exact number of Prophet s is unknown®. However, twenty five of them are

mentioned in the Glorious Quran. They are: 1)Adam, 2)Idrees, 3)Nooh, 4)Hood,

5)Salih, 6)Ibrahim 7)Loot, 8)Ismaeel, 9)Ishaaq, 10)Yaqoob, 11)Yusuf, 12)Ayoob,

13)Shu aib, 14)Musa, 15)Haroon, 16)Zul-Kifl, 17)Dawood, 18)Sulayman, 19)Ilyaas,

20)al-Ya'sa, 21)Yunus, 22)Zakaria, 23)Yahya, 24)Isa, 25)Muhammad (peace and
blessing upon them all). They are also Messenger s.
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A mu’jiza (inimitable miracle) is an extraordinary action appearing on the hand of a
person who claims Prophet hood according to the request of the people to defeat
those that reject (the Prophet ) by asking them to present the same.
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The wisdom in making a miracle appear on the hands of the Prophet s is a
testimony (to the fact) that they are truthful in their claim. [This is] because every
claim which is not supported with sound evidence remains unheard. This is also a
means to differentiate between those that are truthful and those that are untruthful
in their claim (of Prophethood). This (miracle) represents Allah saying, “My servant
has spoken the truth in his claim (of Prophethood)”.
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What is the reason for a mu’jiza (inimitable miracle) to testify to the truthfulness of
Prophet s, and for it to be like Allah said, “My servant has spoken the truth”?
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A mu’jiza (inimitable miracle) testifying to the truthfulness of Prophet s may be
understood from the following example — and for Allah is the most exalted
description - if a person was to stand in a large congregation in front of a respected
and wise king and say, “O people, I am this king’s Messenger to you. He entrusted
me to you and sent me to deliver his instructions. He is knowledgeable of what 1
am saying, he is listening to my speech and he is seeing me. To show that I am
speaking the truth I shall request him that he goes against his normal practice and
he accepts my request in it.” Thereafter, he says to the king, “If I am truthful in my
claim then go against your practice and stand three times repeatedly”, and the king
does so. Through this, the congregation received ilm daruri (necessary knowledge)

that he is truthful in his speech.

The king standing up against his habitual practice was in substitute of the king
verbally certifying him in his claim (with his speech). (After this event) no one will
doubt him that he is the Messenger of the king.
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The Prophet s (peace be upon them) all claimed that they were sent by Allah (the
Exalted) for mankind. He was knowledgeable of their claim, hearing them and
looking at them. When they requested Allah (the Exalted) for a mu’jiza (inimitable
miracle) which is out of human control, He helped them by bring the mujiza
(inimitable miracle) to assist them and certify them in their claim by making the
mujiza (inimitable miracle) appear on their hands. This is like verification through
speech; rather, it necessitates their truthfulness in their claim of Prophet hood.
Because the verification of the most wise, most powerful, all knowing master, is
impossible for a liar, especially when the truthfulness (of the Prophet s) is
substantiated with mu’jizat (inimitable miracles) symbolic to their renowned
attributes and conditions which have reached the epitome of good conduct and
perfection.
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Magic is such a thing that is apparently supernatural [but| can be opposed as it is
based on causes. This [supernatural] incident will manifest at the hands of the
person who learns and effectuates these causes. In reality, they are not supernatural
but rather they are an optical illusion.

L e SE £, T T WS D ey, 16616 A
NEEYTENTOD_ G - EHG eﬁ. &l CENP. D
_ By EOBYR G
Aoy Bgee BT ey © & IENG REeS BW&_G@‘@ Gpe y © — B\
UWE
A mu’jiza (inimitable miracle) is supernatural in its essence and cannot be opposed.
Therefore, a magician cannot duplicate a mu'jiza (inimitable miracle) of a
Messenger, such as, bringing the dead back to life and changing a stick into a snake.
It is for this reason that the magicians of Firown (Pharaoh) believed in Musa (peace

be upon him) when his staff changed into a real snake and swallowed their staffs
and ropes because they knew that this is impossible through magic.
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The source of magic is based on the evil of the soul which is a cause of
destruction®. The source of mujizat (inimitable miracles) is the purity of the soul
which is a cause of righteousness and guidance.
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What is the difference between a mu’jiza (inimitable miracle) and karamah
(miracles of divine favour)?
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A karamah (miracle of divine favour) is a supernatural action manifesting on the
hands of a wali (friend of Allah) without him claiming Prophethood; whereas a
mujiza (inimitable miracle) is accompanied with the claim of Prophet hood.
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A wali (a friend of Allah) is a person who recognises Allah and his attributes, exerts
himself in performing righteous deeds, safeguards himself from sins and evil
actions and refrains from giving in to his ego and lowly desires™

(*)
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The manifestation of a karamah (miracle of divine favour) on the hands of a friend
of Allah is a honour from Allah and a sign of his acceptance and nearness to Him.
It (i.e. the karamah) is like a mu'jiza (inimitable miracle) of the Prophet whose
ummah that wali is from. A wali (friend of Allah) will only be a wali when he
testifies to the Prophethood of that Prophet and submits to his rulings. However, if
he claims Prophethood independently and does not follow his Messenger and a
“karamah” manifests on his hands, he will not be regarded as a friend of Allah,
rather he will be regarded as an enemy of Allah and a friend of Shaytaan®. Like
Allah has pointed out addressing the Prophet (sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) in the
Quran regarding those that assume that they are the beloved of Allah:
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(Say, if you love Allah then follow me (Muhammad sallallahu alayhi wa sallam),
Allah will then love you and forgive your sins. Allah is Most Forgiving, Most

Merciful. Say, obey Allah and the Messenger, if they turn away, then surely Allah
does not like the disbelievers.)
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What is necessary for the Prophet s (peace be upon them)?
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There are four qualities which each Prophet must have: 1) sidq (truthfulness) 2)
amanah (trustworthiness) 3) tableeg (propagation) 4) al-fataana (completion and
excellence).
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What is meant with sidq is that their statements are actualities and in complete
accordance to what transpires, and falsehood does not occur from them at all.
Amana refers to their outward bodies and inward selves being safeguarded from
talling into the displeasure of Allah, that Being who chose them from among the
entire creation”. The meaning of tableeg is that they propagate to the people that
which Allah instructed them to propagate without concealing anything™. Al-
Fatanah refers to them being the most complete creation in regards to nobility and
understanding.
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There are four qualities which are impossible for the Prophet s to have: lying,
disobedience, treachery and negligence. Likewise, all those attributes which are
regarded by the people as deficiencies are impossible for them even if they are not
classified as sins such as lowly profession or linage, or a quality which contradicts
the wisdom (mission) of Prophethood, like deatness and muteness.
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If disobedience is impossible for the Prophet s, then how did Adam (peace be
upon him) eat form the forbidden tree?
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Adam (peace be upon him) ate from the tree out of forgetfulness, Allah (the
Exalted) says: (We certainly commanded Adam (peace be upon him) before, but he
torgot and We did not find him to be determined). A forgetful person is not
regarded as disobedient and will therefore not be punished. However, attributing
‘isyaan (disobedience) to Adam (peace be upon him) in the statement of Allah,
“(Adam (peace be upon him) broke the command of his Lord and deviated.
Thereafter, his Lord chose him, accepted his repentance and made him steadfast on
guidance)”; was due to the apparent opposition [to the command] that took place
because of forgetfulness stemming from not taking full precaution. As for the
contradiction that takes place out of forgetfulness, it is not classified as
disobedience. However, it was considered disobedience looking at Adam’s noble
status and great position. And a small mistake by a person of high status is regarded
as a big mistake™,
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As for Allah (Pure and Exalted is He) reprimanding Adam (peace be upon him)
upon that action by sending him down to the world, the acknowledgement of
Adam (peace be upon him) of his mistake and his haste towards seeking
tforgiveness, all of these things increase his status and increase his reward.
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Likewise, all those actions which are attributed to the Prophet s as sins or
disobedience are classified as such due to their high status. This disobedience is in
relation to their complete obedience, not that they are like the sins and
disobedience of others because those actions that took place from the Prophet s
were either due to different interpretations, forgetfulness or were unintentional.
However, their acknowledgement of their mistake and repenting from it, increased
them in their recognition and fear of Allah and their piety so that they may increase
in their reward, closeness and status in front of Allah.
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What is p0551ble tor the Prophet s (peace be upon them)?
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It is possible for the Prophet s to possess human qualities that do not lead to a
deficiency in their lofty status, such as eating, drinking, experiencing hunger and
thirst, feeling warm or cold, feeling tired, feeling at ease, to be sick and healthy.
Likewise, to adopt a profession which is not disgraceful or despicable such as trade
[is permissible] because they are humans. It is possible upon them that what is
possible upon other humans as long as it does not lead to any deficiency in their
status.
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What is the wisdom for Prophet s to befall 51cknesses and suffering?
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The wisdom for Prophet s to be affected with sicknesses and sufferings although
they are the best of creation and are free from any deficiency, is to increase their
reward and to demonstrate their submission and steadfastness in the obedience of
Allah which becomes the foundation for the people to adopt. It is possible for
calamities and agony to befall them. It should also be known that the world is a
place of trials and tests and not a place of honour and excellence, and so that no
one can claim lordship for any of them (Prophet s) when they witness clear
miracles occurring upon the hands of those Prophet s and that they know that it is
[the occurrence of miracle from them] simply by the will and creating of Allah (the
Exalted) and no other. And they, despite their great esteem and high position, are
servants [of Allah too] and dependent [from Allah] in attracting benefit and
repelling harm™.
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What is a summary regarding what is necessary for us to believe in regarding the
Prophet s (peace an,d blessi‘r:gs be upon them)? ’ _ ' .
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We believe that the Prophet s (peace and blessings be upon them) are attributed
with the most distinct qualities and are free outwardly and inwardly from actions or
statement of disgrace. Further, it is possible for them to possess human qualities
that do not lead to a deficiency in their lofty status. Allah selected them from
amongst the entire creation and sent them to the people so that they can practice
upon His instructions and legislations.
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They do not differ in the principles of religion since it is the foundation as it is
related to creed in which multiple additions or changes are not accepted™.
However, they differed in some legal rulings since that is a peripheral [issue], which
are related to actions which wisdom requires that they change with the changing of
nations, times, places, conditions and temperaments.
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What are the distinguishing attributes of our Prophet (peace and blessings be upon
him) over all of the other Prophet s (peace be upon them)?
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The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) is distinct from other Prophet s in
three qualities:1)he is the best of the Prophet s; 2) he was sent to the entire
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mankind; 3) and he is the seal of Prophet hood and no Prophet will come after

him”’.
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Why is our ProPhet _‘{.Npeace and blessings be upon him) the seal of all Prophet s?
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Our Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) is the seal of all Prophet s because
the wisdom of sending Prophet s is to invite the creation towards the Creator, to
guide them towards the straight path in matters of the world and the hereafter, to
inform the people regarding the unseen which is hidden from their eyes and those
conditions that will befall them regarding which they have never thought, to
present them with definitive proofs, and to remove false confusions.
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The clear-cut Shariah has taken upon its self to explain all of these things in the
most excellent manner, in such a way that all nations in all times, places and
condition can abide by it. Therefore, there is no need for another Prophet after

him since perfection has reached its limit. This is the reason why he is sent for the
entire creation since he is the most complete among them in disposition and

character.
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How can we say that our Prophet is the seal of all Prophet s when Isa (peace be
upon him) w1ll descend at the end of time?
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Isa (peace be upon him) will descend at the end of time™ and regulate according to

the Shari‘ah of our Prophet (peace be upon him) and not his own Shari*ah>,
because his Shari’ah has been abrogated due to the termination of the period
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wherein acting upon it was applicable as was required by (Divine) Wisdom. So he
will be like a khalifa of our Prophet (peace and blessing be upon him) and a deputy
on his behalf in establishing his Shari*ah within this ummah. This is something that
(in fact) highlights our Prophet being the Seal of all Prophet s.
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Inform me regarding the mujizat (inimitable miracles) of our Prophet (peace and
blessings be upon him)?
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Verily, the mujizat (inimitable miracles) of our Prophet Muhammad (peace and
blessings be upon him) are many. From amongst his mu’jizat (inimitable miracles)
is the Quran which is his greatest, splendid and magnificent miracle. We have
previously mentioned the reason for it being the greatest miracle and, that it is an
remaining and everlasting miracle brought by the seal of all Prophet s.
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From amongst his mujizat (inimitable miracles) is water gushing forth from
between his fingers while in his travel when the Sahabah were faced with excessive
thirst and there was none except a little water. He placed his blessed hands in the
water and it increased more than that which sufficed for those that were present to
fulfil their needs with®. From among his mu’jizat is the increasing of small amount
of food until it became enough for many people. This took place multiple times®'.
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[There are] many other inimitable miracles which have been mentioned in the
books that prove his Prophethood®.
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How was the life of our Prophet (peace and blessmgs be upon him)?
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It has been unanimously agreed upon that the life of our Prophet (peace and
blessings be upon him) is the best of lives. Even the non-Muslims have
acknowledged its beauty - and how could it not be so when it (the beauty of his
life) is (as obvious) as the Sun at midday?
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The experts of genealogy mention that the Prophet 's (peace be upon him) lineage
is the most honourable and most noble from amongst all people. He would join
ties, support the needy, and he had a lot of forbearance and patience. His character
was that of forgiving, tolerance, kindness and gentleness. He would not seek
revenge except when it was [in exchange of] a right of the Creator or creation. He
would very often remain silent pondering over the kingdom. When he would talk,
his speech was jaami al-kalim i.e. few words comprising of great meaning filled with
wisdom. He was the most eloquent of people in speech, at times he would joke and
he would only speak the truth in his jokes.
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He had complete conviction in the protection from Allah in every condition. He
would attack when the bravest would waver and remain steadfast upon his position
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during all horrors. He was extremely humble, but despite his humility and
pleasantness, was a presence of such awe unknown to any other human, to such an
extent that none of his Sahabah would fixate their gaze upon his noble face. They
would remain in his company in the most respectable of manners like birds were
seated upon their heads. None would interrupt the speech of the other, and no
taults were mentioned in his gatherings.
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The pagans [of Makkah]|, since his childhood, would call him ‘the Trustworthy’.
After he claimed Prophethood, his enemies - despite the severity of their enmity
and hankering for criticising him - found in him no reason of defamation. He
would teach the people wisdom and legal rulings, and would invite them to the
house of submission (Paradise). Verily, those that followed him succeeded in virtue
of their actions and knowledge. And those that did not follow him were affected by
his presence and character.
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Allah made his religion dominant over every other religion and many will praise
him in the best of manners and others will oppose him till the day of resurrection.
Whosoever studies the life of the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him)
comprising his honourable traits, he will know that he is the most noblest of
creation in his inward and outward attributes®.
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Fifth discussion: regarding the belief in the day of resurrection
60, Be£0, M B'1E ~
What is the day of resurrection and what does it mean to believe in the day of
resurrection?
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The Last Day will be a day of great dread wherein even children will become white-

haired®. The people will rise from their graves and will be gathered on a plain field
tor reckoning after which they will be rewarded or punished.

Believing in this day is to affirm that the [last] day will certainly come, and that all
what is mentioned in the Quran and Hadith regarding it will certainly come to pass.
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What is your belief regarding the day of resurrection and those matters relating to
it?
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I tirstly believe in the questioning of the grave and its bounties or punishment, and
the resurrection of bodies and that the creation will return like it started, then the
reckoning, the scales, and that the book of deeds will either be given in the right or
left hand, the bridge after which the believers will enter Paradise - the Abode of
everlasting bliss - and the disbelievers will enter Hell - the Abode of painful
punishment.
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What is your belief regarding the questioning of the grave and its bounties and
punishments?
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I believe that when the deceased is entered into the grave, his soul is returned to his
body to the extent that he will be able to comprehend speech and be able to reply.
Thereafter, two angels will come and question him regarding his Lord, his Prophet
and the religion he was upon and regarding the commandments that Allah
instructed him to carryout®.
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If the deceased is from amongst those that believed and performed righteous
actions, he will reply in the best manner to the questions with the will of Allah
without any fearing it or trembling. Allah will remove the veils from his eyes and a
door from the doors of Paradise will open and he will experience its great bounties.
It will be said to him that this is the reward for that person who was in the world
on the straight path.
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If the deceased is a non-believer or a hypocrite, he will be confound not knowing
what to say in reply to the questions. So, they (the 2 angels) will punish him at that
time with a severe punishment. The veils before his eyes will be removed and a
door from amongst the doors of Hell fire will open. He will experience different
types of torments and sufferings and they will say to him that this is the outcome of
that person who disbelieved in Allah and followed his whims and desires®.
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If an animal eats a person or a person fell into the sea and he was eaten by the fish
in the sea, will he be questioned (after which he will either be) punished or
rewarded?
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Yes, every person that passes away will be questioned after which he will either be
rewarded or punished. There is no difference between a person being buried and a
person being eaten by an animal or by a fish in the sea. Allah has power over all
things and He is the knower of all things.
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If the soul of a deceased is returned to the body and he is questioned, he will either
be rewarded or punished, then why is it that humans cannot see this?
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Allah veils their eyes from that as a test to make it evident who brings faith in the
unseen and who does not from amongst the doubters. If all the people were to see
it, they all would have believed and then there would be no difference amongst the
people. The righteous would not be distinguished from the wretched and the good
trom the bad.
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Is there any example regarding this which will make it easier for our
comprehension?
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Yes, the example of that is of a sleeping person who experiences bounties that he
derives pleasure from and makes him happy or he experiences a sight which makes
him sad and distressed. A person who is sitting next to him and looking at him
does not see what he sees and he is not aware of what is happening to him.
Likewise, a deceased person in his grave experiences happiness or grief and none of
the living are aware or know about his condition.
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What is the belief regarding resurrection of the body and that the creation will
return like it started?
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We believe that Allah will resurrect people back to life after their death for the

second time like the first time they were brought forth. They will rise from their
graves and will be gathered in one place known as the mawqaf’.
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I believe that after Allah (Pure and Exalted is He) will gather the people to their
gathering place. [The actions of] each person will be reckoned upon which the
person will confess the good and bad actions he performed. The limbs of the non-
believers will testify against them. All people will come to know of their actions,
proof will be established against them and no excuse will remain for them
(Whoever has done an atom’s weight of good will see it and whoever has done an
atom’s weight of evil will see it) **
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What is your behef regarding the scales and the distribution of the books of deeds?
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I believe that after Allah (Pure and Exalted is He) has taken account of the people
and they will be made to admit regarding the deeds they performed, their actions
will be weighed to show each person how much he performed®”. Whosoever's
good actions outweigh his bad action in the scale, he will receive his book in his
right hand and will be in ultimate success. [Likewise,| a person whose bad deeds
outweigh his good deeds, he will receive his book of deeds in his left hand and will

be in ultimate loss .
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What is your believe regarding the bridge?
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The Bridge stretches over Hell-fire for people to cross over it. The feet of the
obedient believers will remain firm and they will cross over it into Paradise. Some
of them will cross over it at the speed of lightning, some will cross over it at the
speed of a horse, and others will be crawling over the bridge. The feet of the
disbelievers and the wrong doers from amongst the believers will slip and they will
tall into the Hellfire. It is not very perplexing for the fortunate ones to be granted

an easy crossing over the Bridge by the same Being who grants birds the ability to
fly in the air’"

70p' i
Will anyone intercede on that day?
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The Prophet, friends of Allah, the practicing scholars and the martyrs will intercede
on that day ™.
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In whose favour will be the intercession of those that have been granted

permission to intercede?
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They will intercede on behalf of some disobedient believers™.
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Will anyone intercede on behalf of the non-t -believers? - L
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It is impossible for the Prophet s and those besides them to address Allah in favour
of the non-believers due to them knowing that the punishment has been decreed
upon them and Allah (Pure is He) will not accept their intercession. Allah (the
Most High) says: (Who is there that can intercede before Him without His
permission?) and He (the Exalted) says: (on that day intercession will benefit only
those whom the Most Merciful permits and those whose speech He is well

pleased).
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What is the kauthar which Allah (Pure and exalted is He) gave to the Prophet
(sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) as indicated in his speech,” (Verily We have granted
you al- Kauthar)
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The kautharis a river in Paradise, its water is whiter than milk and sweeter than
honey. The one who drinks simply a sip from its water will never feel thirsty’.
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What will be the state of an obedlent believer after reckonm ?
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An obedient believer will enter Paradise for ever in its eternal bliss.
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What will be the state of a non-believer or hypocrlte after reckoning?
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The state of a non-believer or a hypocrite after reckoning is that he will enter the
Hellfire for ever whose torments and punishments will not be decreased.
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What will be the state of a disobedient IlI)ehever after reckoning? .
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The state of a disobedient believer after reckoning is that if Allah forgives him, he
will enter Paradise from the beginning for ever, and if he is not forgiven, he will be
punished in Hellfire according to his sins after which he will be released and
entered into Paradise”.
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What is Paradise? ~ _ _ _ _ L L _ _
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It is a place of all everlasting comforts, a place which contains what a person’s heart
will desire and the eyes seek pleasure in. [It is] a place that no eye has ever seen, no
ear has ever heard of and no thought of it has ever crossed one’s mind.
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What is Hell fire? . _ . _ _ _
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It is a place of everlasting punishment, a place which contains all types of torments
which have never crossed the mind.
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Sixth discussion: regarding the believe in destiny
794, y/\8 a0_siE
What is our belief regarding Fate and Destiny?
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We believe that all actions of a person - whether they are voluntary, such as

standing, sitting, eating drinking, or non-voluntary, such as coming into existence —
happen in accordance to the Will of Allah, the Exalted, and in accordance to His
toreordination of them since pre-eternity in His knowledge of them before their

time’.
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If Allah is the creator of all the actions of man, is man then not compelled in all of
his actions? How can a person who is compelled (in his actions) be deserving of
reward or punishment?
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Absolutely not, a person is not under compulsion. A person, through his will, can
either perform good or bad actions. He has an intellect through which he can
differentiate between the two. When he intends to perform a good action, the good
action which he intended will manifest itself and he will be rewarded for the good
action manifesting on his hands since it was suspended upon his intention.
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However, if he intends to perform a bad action, the bad action will manifest itself
and he will be punished for the bad action manifesting on his hands since it was
suspended upon his intention”.
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Mention an example close to our understanding which explains that man is not
compelled in his actions?
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Every human is able to recognise that he is not compelled in his actions by
discerning between the movements of his hand whilst writing and whilst shivering
for instance. He will attribute his hand's movement during writing to himself, and
(can) say: 'I wrote out of my choice, through my own will'. As for his hand's
movement from shivering, this cannot be attributed to himself and he will not say:
'l moved my hand', but rather he would say: "That (movement) occurred without
my choice'.
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What is understood from this example?
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Every person will understand through even the least amount of observation that
actions are of two types: The first type is those actions which are performed
through ones choice and freewill, such as, eating, drinking, hitting an individual etc;
and the second type of actions are those actions which take place without a
person’s choice such as being born.
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What will result from a person’s actions when they are voluntary (through personal
choice)? _ _
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The outcome of a person’s voluntary actions is that, if he performs good actions he
will be rewarded and if he performs bad actions he will be punished”. As for non-
voluntary actions, a person would not be taken to task for it.
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If a person were to hit another person out of oppression or hatred or were to do
something similar, evil or sinful, and would say in excuse that it was predestined,
will that excuse be acce tedD
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Such an excuse will never be accepted in the court of Allah or in front of any
person, since the action was carried out with his own will, strength, desire, choice
and intellect.
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Can you mention a summary of this discussion?
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It is necessary for every mukallaf person(one who held responsible in sharia) to
tirmly belief that all actions, speech and movements regardless of them being good
or bad take place through the will of Allah and his predestination and knowledge.
However, good is with His Pleasure and evil is not through His pleasure. Every
person possesses the will to perform voluntary actions and will be rewarded for the
good actions and will be punished for the bad actions he performs. There is no
excuse for performing bad actions and Allah is not in the least oppressive over His
bondsmen.
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Conclusion: some important points
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Are we allowed to discuss the essence of Allah throu h our intellect?
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It is prohibited to talk regarding the essence of Allah through one’s intellect
because the mind is limited, not capable to fully recognising the essence of the
creator (Pure and Exalted is He). Allah will be unlike all thoughts that would pass a
person’s mind.
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If the mind is incapable to recognise the essence of Allah then how will one be able
to recognise Allah when it is necessary for every person to recognise him?
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The recognition of Allah is achieved through recognising His attributes, such as,
His existence, pre-eternity, infinity, absolute dissimilarity from all contingent
beings, self-subsistence, oneness, life, knowledge, omnipotence, will, hearing, seeing
and speech.

88y WVAC "Gt " T/ ¢

How can we recognise Allah (the Exalted) when we cannot see him with our eyes?

NE-_ T RS ABRIGIL B0 Offgie ™, ‘@it " QN
@C X NGB e I ApENG, v\ B O B HTTHES
o B E offt IEF BN AR 1, dOR @%NUEEFE
qEogge VY ﬂE%@T&Léﬁiﬁ’“w\ﬁW:gvo

U EEEAG T ER @&ﬁ%ﬁ’!e

65



We recognise the existence of Allah (the Exalted) and the rest of His attributes
thought the manifestation of His power in His perfect contingent creation. So
perfect is His creation that it brings amazement to one’s mind, such as, the heavens
and whatever it contains like the sun, moon, stars, and the earth and whatever it
contains, such as, mines, trees and whatever is like it. Contingent beings from them
are humans who are created in the best of forms attributed with completeness and
are different due to their intellect””. Like a person sees a building and notices that it
was built by someone, and a person who sees a book knows that it has an author,
even though they have not seen them and not heard of them, in the same way
whoever sees this mighty unique brilliant universe realises that it has a creator who
is eternal, All knowing, omnipotent and wise
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Is there any example of this among the creation that its existence is known and we
cannot see it?
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Yes, it’s like the soul. We believe that it exists even though we cannot see it. We at
times see some of its effects; however, we cannot see it with our eyes and we
cannot perceive its reality through our thoughts. Likewise, Allah (Pure and Exalted
is He) even though we cannot see Him with our eyes and we cannot perceive the
reality of His essence through our thoughts, we firmly believe in the existence of
His essence which is attributed with the most complete of attributes. We can
understand this by looking at the effects of His (Pure and Exalted is He) creation
which are apparent.
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That is impermissible, because the mind is unable to perceive its reality. Therefore,
discussing the reality of the soul would be a waste of time. This is the greatest
proof to show the limited capability of the mind since it is unable to understand the
reality of the soul, whereas it is a creation within the human body, so how will one
be able to perceive the reality of the Creator when there is nothing like Him®
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Is it p0551ble to see Allah (Pure and Exalted is He) with the eyes?
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Seeing Allah (the Exalted) with the eyes is possible rationally and will take place for
the believers in Paradise as reported though transmission. Verily Allah (the Exalted)
exists, and all that exists can be seen. Allah (the Exalted) says: (Many faces on that
day will be resplendent looking at their Lord®").
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He will be seen through the eyes on the day of resurrection without any £ayf

(modality). The non-believers will be prevented from seeing Him to increase in
them grief and regret.
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Is the effect of the evil eyea reality?
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Yes¥, it is from the nature of some souls that when they look at something with
pleasure and fondness, they afflict the one observed with harm. However, these
types of souls are very few; hence it is not appropriate for a person to occupy his

thoughts with that and attribute everything that afflicts him with evil eye or black
magic, as many women do, for that is hastiness.
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How does the evil eye have an effect when it is the finest part of a person body,
having no physical contact with the person looked at, and nothing coming out of it
touching the person?
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There is no objection for an intangible object to have a dramatic effect, and it is not
a condition for there to be a (physical) connection. We see many people of high
status and dignity that when they look at someone with anger, it causes fright and
confusion in that person, and sometimes it even leads to destruction despite the
fact that he (i.e. the person of authority) did not physically attack him. There
happens to be no physical connection or touch between the one affected and the
effector, [like] magnets attract metals despite the absence of physical attachment,
and the absence of anything emerging from it necessitates the emergence of some
kind of effect from it. In fact, intangible things possess a greater degree of effect
than tangible objects, for tangible objects originate from intention and purpose,
and those are from the physical attributes. Therefore, it is not improbable for the
evil eye to affect that which it is casted upon despite it being intangible and the
absence of a physical connection, and the absence of anything physical emerging
trom it.
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Who are the best of people after the Prophet s (peace be upon them)?
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The best of people after the Prophet s are the followers of Muhammad® (peace be
upon him), and from amongst them the best are the honourable sahabah® who
remained in the company of our Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him),
believed in him and followed the guidance that was sent with him. However, the




best of all of them are the four gbulafa (Abu Bakr, Umar, Uthman and Ali — Allah is
pleased with them-)™.
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Isra refers to the going of the Prophet (peace be upon him) from the masjid in
Makkah to Masjid al-Aqsa in Quds at night. This has been established through the
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Quran™

masjid al-Agsa to the heavens, and for the Prophets to come and gather in malai
al’a’la (highest place of Paradise) to honour them. This has been proven through
sahih (authentic) narrations”’. This is an action which is possible, the truthful one
(peace be upon him) informed us regarding it and therefore it is necessary that we
keep this upon its apparent meaning, and this is not strange (like) that (of a) flying
bird in the sky, and that he breaks the stars by its movement in a second, such a

. Meraj refers to him (i.e. the Prophet) ascending that very night from

distance that men cannot travel even if they were to travel for 100 years. So for his
beloved, the one who He chose over the entite creation, to ascend to the heavens
in a short amount of time [is not farfetched], He has the power over everything and
is the Knower of all.
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Does supplication benefit the person who supplicates or for whom one is

supplicating, and does #sa/ al-thawab (extending reward of righteous acts to others)
benefit the deceased when the living gifts it to the dead™.
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Charity is encouraged and supplicating to and turning to Allah is desired. Both of
these are beneficial before Him (the Exalted) for the living and the dead.
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Are the blessings of Paradise spiritual or physical. Similarly, the punishment of
Hellfire how i 1s it? Are they everlasting or do they come to an end?
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Paradise comprises of two types of blessings: spiritual and physical blessings.
Spiritual blessings is the enjoyment of the soul such as tasbeeh (praising Allah),
worshipping Allah, seeing Allah and being informed that Allah is pleased with him.
The enjoyment of the soul is such as eating, drinking and marrying. Likewise,
Helltire comprises of two types of punishments: spiritual punishments and physical
punishments. The blessings of Paradise and the punishments of Hellfire will never
be intervened®, and their inhabitants will remain in there for ever”. Both Paradise
and Hell are in existence at this moment’".

o, HE “q7t B~ _NKE G A

Can a wali (friend of Allah) reach the status of a Prophet ?
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A wali (friend of Allah) can never reach the status of a Prophet nor can a person
ever be exempted from the commandments of Allah as long as he has sense and is

mature where he is exempted from the commandments (do’s and don’ts) and
permits for himself what he likes”. Whoever claims this, he will become a kafir.
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Likewise, a person will become a kafir who thinks that the shari*ah has an inward
meaning which is contrary to the apparent meaning i.e. its literal meaning. He
interprets the definitive texts and bases them on their unapparent meanings, like a
person who thinks that angels refers to a high intelligence and shayateen (devils)
refer to a person who is highly deluded.
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Who is a mujatahid, and who are those mujtahideen whose opinions have to be
followed?

B\WENG B © AT —"E ‘HenPgae; RATDE BV R ¥FEo ME

T BYEH g AU SENGE oS B ER\ENDK
X 85 WV F8 B BN 1y /" cgn.” E 3.7 @
Ny RO B, 078 =TI R GOV 008
& Q0O B YN 23BN Qam” VO RE A VIIE Y

o) A ~

A mmujtahid is he who has encompassed the majority of the principles of sharia and

its texts, and is able to practise upon it in a way which enables him to understand

the objective of the lawmaker (Allah). And the mwujtabidun are many. The- mujtabidun

whose following is accepted and whose opinion are taken are four: Abu Hanifah,

Malik, Ash Shafi’, and Ahmad Ibn Hanbal. The #/ama have selected the following

of these four and not of others who have also reached the level of 7#had due to the

magnitude of mwasaail (rulings) which they extracted, because of their dedication to

that, to an extent that there are very few cases whose judgements they did not

explain, and due to the transmission of their madhaahib (schools of thought) in a

manner of Zawaatur (mass transmission). Therefore, it is necessary to follow any one

of them except due to necessity; otherwise, it may lead to #alfeeq” leading a person

to go astray from the right path.
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Why dq the mujtahideen differ is some rulings?
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Verily the mujtabidun (experts in the science of Islamic Law ) neither differed in the

principles of deen nor in the foundations of its branches because of its
establishment through absolute evidence. They only differed in a range of
peripheral issues due to the absence of a decisive text regarding it; for
encompassing the fine details is not possible, and difference of opinion is a source
of mercy, and every one of them (mujtabidun) spent his utmost energy in extracting
the ruling from the Quran and Sunnah according to what was evident to them™,
Therefore whoever was correct then for him is two rewards, and whoever erred
then for him is a single reward due to his attempt in extracting that which is correct
according to his capability. Difference of opinion is a source of mercy for the
ummah, and it necessitates ease upon the people and prevents them from falling in
difficulty and hardship. So whenever a person is in a dire situation he may act upon
that which is easy, otherwise he may act upon that which is precautionary or
appropriate or that which is more clear.
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What are the signs of the Last Hour?
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From among the signs of the Last Hour are: the Dajja/”, he is a man, blind in one
eye. He will emerge at a time when the religion will be taken lightly and people will
have turned away from sacred knowledge. He will claim divinity and will show
some wonders. He will be followed by those who are weak in their belief and
conviction. From among the signs of the Last Hour is the appearance of an
animal” (beast) from earth, he will recognise people from their faces, those that are
believers he will assign them a sign showing that they are believers, and those that
are disbelievers, he will assign them a sign showing that they are disbelievers. He
will inform people about their situations. From among the sigs of the Last Hour is
the rising of the sun from the West”". That day the doors of repentance will close
and no one’s repentance will be accepted. Another sign is the appearance of yajooj
and majooy’®, they are a type of people who created a lot of corruption upon the
earth in ancient history. When Zul Qarnain arrived to their place, their neighbours
complained to him. He fell pity for their condition, they were residing between
two narrow mountains so he built a high wall made from iron and pored over it
molten copper. It became a strong barrier not easy to perforate and not to climb
over it. When the time comes for them to emerge the barrier will be removed one
way or the other and they will spread over the earth. They will create corruption on
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the earth from the east to the west and from the north to the south. The people of
earth will turn to their Master (Allah) to remove their evil and oppression, so Allah
will destroy them and he will decide to eliminate their trace. And from among the
signs is the descension of Isa (peace be upon him). This is when most of the
Muslims will be in fizna and they will be faced with continuous tribulations. The
actions of this ummah will be overtaken. Thereafter, all adversities will be removed
trom the people, the Dajja/will be killed, and the people will be saved from the

horrors”.
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Who is fortunate?
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The fortunate one is the pious believer, an upholder of the rights of Allah and the
rights of the creation, a follower of the shari*ah outwardly and inwardly, one who

turns away from the ornaments of this world, for he is the fortunate one and he is
1% We ask Allah to inspire us to that
and to make us from the followers of the best tradition. And praise be to Allah,

the one for whom there is goodness and more

through whose blessings good acts are completed, and may the purest of salutation
be upon the most gracious of Prophets (Muhammad sallallahu alayhi wa sallam).
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ﬁhe actual work was collated by the late author based on his answers on a
selection of some 102 theological questions. The topics chosen were all
related thematically to a unique aspect of Sunni Islamic creed and how
they may inspire the Muslim reader to envisage the aspiration of
contemplating on the beliefs related via divine origin.

The author has not only referred back to the noble verses of the Holy
Qur’an, but has also given copious quotes and references back to the
sayings of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) in
the footnotes.

Abul Hasan Hussain Ahmed

Q@lrul-Tahqiq, London /

ﬁﬂs book comprises questions and answers related to our beliefs in
relation to Allah and His attributes, His books, His angels, His
messengers, the day of resurrection, heaven and hell and many other

relevant topics.

This book is basic, easy to understand and ideal to learn basic beliefs from
and to use to teach children without going into the intricacies of theology.

Mufti Hanif Patel

kAskourimam, Blackburn j
/About the translator \

(Moulana) Hafizurrahman Fatehmahomed was born and raised in
Netherlands. He graduated from Jamiatul Ilm Wal Huda, Blackburn, UK
and thereafter travelled to Darul Iftaa Mahmudiyyah, Durban, South Africa,
to train as a Mufti under Mufti Ebrahim Desai and Mufti Husain Kadodia
(may Allah preserve them both. Ameen).
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