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p.N.E.U. CONFERENCE.

1 St 'ntﬁal then asked MADEMOISELLE DURIAUX to
Mrs. Dtel .

read her paper on
THE PRINCIPLES INVOLVED IN LANGUAGE
: TEACHING.
(CONDENSED REPORT. )

MADEMOISELLE DURIAUX : Mrs. Steirfth\al, ladies ang
gentlemen, before beginning ‘the rfegl Hu}?ﬂ‘u ‘_”j my paper,
T <hould like to thank the Committee of the P.N.E.U. for
allowing me to bring before you this nnpo.rtant subject.

The importance of acquiring languages is now a recognised
fact. We come in contact with people from all parts of the
world, and yet we cannot always make ourselves understood
by them, not because we have not studied their language, but
because we have not gone the right way to work in learning
it. I often ask when giving a first lesson to teachers,
“ What do you mean by learning a new language?” The
answer is very simple—* To learn to say everything in that
language that you would wish to say in your own.”

Teaching a language is not merely putting into the pupil’s
brain a string of verbs and grammar, but it should be an
interchange of ideas between pupil and teacher, in fact a
living thing.

Our best teacher and guide in this respect is a baby. How
quickly it learns anything new. ¢ QOh -\-H," you 5;1}”-, G oy Ui 21
baby is different from a child of five or \n\
a child of five or six will learn a f
In fact, a little child will profit
teaching of a nurse than
Ij\r(:::,ma.\( 2'11; i(ihiim- x‘df)f‘ﬁ not want grammatical rules,
J ) S certainly a
anything but oral teaching, .
ii?,lllg:ﬂI:;I::ljn:zl;fl::h\'\]}] The t(‘zur}wrl must proceed in t},li
a dozen times before }'wr ‘(L:,TI.N.EL.LN 1_]“',‘\”“1')]“ WOEC ‘~‘\.1unlf“:i
B e e
attain ﬂui:ncy or a,bility L()e]h;hn?u, oo dmiban s _;lh 1'1}1
teaching language ; e r_t..pt.:(u u']’mt hmf lzaen. hizmt,.
learn a langua E® Infinite patience is required. We cannot

48€ 1n six lessong :

Yet how easily
oreign language from a nurse.
more from the simple, living
from the tuition of the ablest

. mistake to start by giving 1t
2.¢., conversation, which means,

and let me hlzg you to Lh]I'lk
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less about results; and to think a great deal more about ways

and means of developing the little minds. As regards
method of leac/ing, nothing has so far been done to surpass

the work of M. Gouin. As you see, I strongly advocate oral

teaching. When discussing the subject of how languages
are taught at schools, I am often told that boys understand
what is written, but can make nothing of the language
when spoken. 1Is not this radically wrong: If you are
abroad, or if you are speaking a foreign language, you have
no time to think of the application of rules when you wish to
make yourself understood.

About teachers. Choose good teachers. And no one should
undertake to teach what he does not thoroughly know him-
self, either in language or in any other branch. The teacher
should always prepare his lesson even for the very youngest
children, and should not go to the lesson with a book at all.
In fact, the best teachers should be given to the little ones.
We often hear it said that English people are no linguists,
and why ! Because they have had no chance of becoming so.
Boys are filled with the idea that it is zz/7a dig. for an English
'nu_\;' to learn French or German, and they nurse the idea zm(l‘
trade on it. I have thought sometimes that the heads of
English schools may have been to some extent somewhat to
blame for this state of things; but they are certainly now
beginning to give a more honourable place to the .\'L.ud_\' of
French or German, and in time their pupils may give up
their preconceived ideas on this subject. : :

Not long ago I placed a gentleman as a teacher ol l'T'{_"H(“[\
at a h(’,ilsi(l\(.’ h(‘.‘h(llll. e wrote that he found the boys [m‘flljt'\
backward in French, but gave them two lessons and made
¢ they seem to like it, however,
»_president of their cricket

them work hard. He added,
for they have since elected me vice-] ' -
club.” “That French teacher was evidently the right man 1n
the right place. _ _ x

The time given to French in our schools 1s most 111;1(16(][1{1%1.1‘
scarcely ever more than two hours per week. I \\'()Iu‘hl pleac
¢ Much might be done 11 parents
would but protest against this state of things, and t.he d.emalng
for more time for modern languages would 'crgam the nu}pl_? \I
A gentle hin{ from many parents wn}lld mi?uﬂnulem;;ej:.;
masters, and they in their turn would influence exa g

for at least one more hour.
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for in that quarter also We‘mu‘% try to bring influence to bear
<0 as to obtain a chance of an oral test as well as of a Written
one for our students. :

J’Mademoiselle Duriaux was here interrupted in her paper
by a request that she “"'Oul_d give a short specimen lesson,
She replied that she was quite u‘nprepared, but would gladly
do so if the meeting wished it. This was decided by a shoy
of hands, and Mademoiselle Duriaux continued. |

My teaching has been inspired by reading M. Gouin’s
L art d’enseigner et d'éludier les langues. (Gestures which are
greatly used by foreigners should be helpful to the teacher,

A discussion followed, and in answer to the question
whether it would not be easier to bring the actual objects into
use, Mademoiselle Duriaux said that actions and objects
should be zmagined, as this was of itself of great educationa]
value to the child.

MRrS. FRANKLIN added that Mademoiselle Duriaux is
always pleased to lecture to branches, to explain her method
and 1illustrate it by a lesson.

N.B.—Instead of a report of Mademoiselle Duriaux’s
lesson, which of necessity was very short (two or three
:fﬂ?ﬁr”fziegfff LE(;“I]er;?!f:i’ \\1\.191\,“”1?(51 Ay
i g ‘.}(.” > : ac (_.‘[Tl('J]j'wt‘.]]‘(‘. l)un‘aux s }.mc)k,
pa,rtjcu]ar]}; i 1'}]:,6?*,:’; lh‘.ld( 1}mllcm a\ o =S 11'1.s1:?1e[-1
e e ‘ ; L-LL the ear 1s to be the principal
S eptive organ in the study
as a second point, that when the
the words should be written

May come as' a help to the
with it,

of languages; then,
sounds are mastered,
on the board, so that the eye

ear and work in C(}—opemlifm
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Condensed report of a paper read by MiSS MCMILLAN,
a member of the Bradford School Board, on

MANUAL TRAINING.

Miss MCMILLAN said that the subject of Manual Training
WAE b v ely "’“‘-“31-' one, and could be studied from mzm;fr
stanfl—pmnts. ['he masters of painting, drawing, Sloyd, wood'-
carving, metal work, or even of laundry work or.cooking,
might all come forward and give details of their methods,
showing the utility of manual training, which, however, is
only one side of the subject.

Carlyle told us that the epic of our age is\neflonser
« Arms and the man,” but “ Tools and the man.” If this is
the epic of the age for adults, there has certainly been a
corresponding change in education. We no longer say to
a child “ Know thyself,” but “ Try to find out what you will
be able to work at.”

There is little doubt that as our knowledge of the nervous
system increases, the value of manual training as a means
of development will be almost universally acknowledged.
Nearly everyone experiences a certain kind of obstruction
to the taking in of knowledge, though we do not observe
this in normal persons, because they are always making

of this daily battle;

Iren of slow response

semi-conscious efforts which veil much
but in feeble-minded children or in chilc
we may study the difficulties or obstructions in receptivity of
the nervous system.

One order of feeble-minded children is called *
[Let us suppose that one of

The order

of children of slow response.
these hears an amusing remark.

reaches the child slowly; after some J :
over the heavy features.

difficulty in transmission.
This child answers no
.signs the task of dealing with a
: back on rept‘titi(m. In both
in the organism

The meaning of the remark
Jause, after considerable

delay, perhaps, a smile breaks
Here we have an illustration of
Or take the echolalic type of child.
questions—never listens—r¢
question, as it were, and falls

a hint of real obstruction

CAsEsWwe s oel :
i ourselves experience

itself, a difficulty akin to that we :
= . . ety L - - z or
when we rally our energies for some task too greatl

them.
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